APPENDIX D

STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (STIP)
AND
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) AMENDMENT PROCESS



Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and Transportation

Improvement Program (TIP) Amendment Process

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued the
Final Rule to revise the Statewide and Metropolitan Transportation Planning regulations
incorporating changes from the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) with
an effective date of July 2012. The revised regulations clearly define administrative modifications
and amendments as actions to update plans and programs. 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Part 450.104 defines administrative modifications and amendments as follows:

Administrative modification “means a minor revision to a long-range statewide or
metropolitan transportation plan, Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), or Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) that includes minor changes to project/project
phase costs, minor changes to funding sources of previously-included projects, and minor
changes to project/project phase initiation dates. Administrative Modification is a revision
that does not require public review and comment, redemonstration of fiscal constraint, or a
conformity determination (in nonattainment and maintenance areas).”

Amendment “means a revision to a long-range statewide or metropolitan transportation plan,
TIP, or STIP that involves a major change to a project included in a metropolitan
transportation plan, TIP, or STIP, including the addition or deletion of a project or major
change in project cost, project/project phase initiation dates, or a major change in design
concept or design scope (e.g., changing project termini or the number of through traffic
lanes). Changes to projects that are included only for illustrative purposes do not require an
amendment. An amendment is a revision that requires public review and comment,
redemonstration of fiscal constraint, or a conformity determination (for metropolitan
transportation plans and TIPs involving “non-exempt” projects in nonattainment and
maintenance areas). In the context of a long-range statewide transportation plan, an
amendment is a revision approved by the State in accordance with its public involvement
process.”

The following procedures have been developed for processing administrative modifications and
amendments to the STIP and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) TIPs and Long Range
Transportation Plans (LRTPs). Processes described below detail procedures that are to be used to
update an existing approved STIP or TIP and associated plan, if applicable. A key element of the
amendment process is to assure that funding balances are maintained.



Administrative Modifications for Initial Authorizations

The following actions are eligible as Administrative Modifications to the STIP/TIP/LRTP:
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Revise a project description without changing the project scope, conflicting with the
environmental document or changing the conformity finding in nonattainment and
maintenance areas (less than 10% change in project termini). This change would not alter the
original project intent.

Splitting or combining projects.
Federal funding category change.
Minor changes in expenditures for transit projects.

Roadway project phases may have a cost increase less than $2,000,000 or 20% of the amount
to be authorized.

Shifting projects within the 4-year STIP as long as the subsequent annual draft STIP was
submitted prior to September 30.

Projects may be funded from lump sum banks as long as they are consistent with category
definitions.

An administrative modification can be processed in accordance with these procedures provided that:
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It does not affect the air quality conformity determination.
It does not impact financial constraint.
It does not require public review and comment.

The administrative modification process consists of a monthly list of notifications from GDOT to all
involved parties, with change summaries sent on a monthly basis to the FHWA and FTA by the

GDOT.

The GDOT will submit quarterly reports detailing projects drawn from each lump sum bank with
remaining balance to the FHWA.



Amendments for Initial Authorizations

The following actions are eligible as Amendments to the STIP/TIP/LRTP:
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Addition or deletion of a project.
Addition or deletion of a phase of a project.

Roadway project phases that increase in cost over the thresholds described in the
Administrative Modification section.

Addition of an annual TIP.

Major change to scope of work of an existing project. A major change would be any change
that alters the original intent i.e. a change in the number of through lanes, a change in termini
of more than 10 percent.

Shifting projects within the 4-year STIP which require redemonstration of fiscal constraint or
when the subsequent annual draft STIP was not submitted prior to September 30. (See
Administrative Modification item F.)

Amendments to the STIP/TIP/LRTP will be developed in accordance with the provisions of 23 CFR
Part 450. This requires public review and comment and responses to all comments, either
individually or in summary form. For amendments in MPO areas, the public review process should
be carried out in accordance with the procedures outlined in the Participation Plan. The GDOT will
assure that the amendment process and the public involvement procedures have been followed. Cost
changes made to the second, third and fourth years of the STIP will be balanced during the STIP
yearly update process. All amendments should be approved by FHWA and/or FTA.

Notes:

1.

The date a TIP becomes effective is when the Governor or his designee approves it. For
nonattainment and maintenance areas, the effective date of the TIP is based on the date of
U.S. Department of Transportation’s positive finding of conformity.

The date the STIP becomes effective is when FHWA and FTA approve it.
The STIP is developed on the state fiscal year which is July 1-June 30.

Funds for cost increases will come from those set aside in the STIP financial plan by the
GDOT for modifications and cost increases. Fiscal Constraint will be maintained in the STIP

at all times.



Additional Funding Request After the Initial Authorization

Additional funding requests for all phases after the receiving initial authorization for those phases
shall be a modification and be reported at each month’s end except under the following conditions:

A. The Initial Work Authorization for the phase is older than 10 years,

B. The additional funding request exceeds the Initial Work Authorization by greater than $10
million.



